FACT SHEET
Proposed No Further Action Decision
Magellan Midstream Partners (ONEOK), Release # 082506-BR-1100, Lincoln, NE

The Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment (DWEE, the Department) is providing public notice of its intent to require no further action at Magellan/ONEOK ammonia pipeline release #082506-BR-1100 located approximately five miles east of Lincoln, NE. This fact sheet provides background information on the site, a summary of contamination, a description of the proposed action, a description of the public participation procedures, and the DWEE contact person.
Site Location: The ammonia release is in the SE ¼ of Section 34, Township 10 North, Range 8 East, Lancaster County, Nebraska. 
Nature and Extent of Contamination:
Site History: On or about August 25th, 2006, the Department received notification from the property owner regarding a dead vegetation spot along an anhydrous ammonia pipeline, which coincided with the location of a historic release of unknown date. Upon initial investigations by contractor Apex Companies, LLC, initial soil samples indicated high concentrations of ammonia around the dead vegetation area. 
Soil Contamination: Soil contamination was detected in the pipeline excavation in the form of elevated nitrate and ammonia concentrations. Soil borings indicated that as you move away from the site of the release contamination levels lowered to background levels.
Groundwater Contamination: Groundwater beneath the release was impacted and the contaminant plume moved to the east. Actual groundwater flow direction was noted to be variable throughout the monitoring period. Throughout the monitoring process, monitoring well 1 (MW-1), situated directly next to the release, showed fluctuations between 137 and 11,200 mg/l ammonia while ammonia was not detected in the downgradient monitoring wells. Background nitrate levels from MW-10, which is situated upgradient from the release, have shown levels as high as 29.3 mg/L. The final sampling in 2017 indicated ammonia levels at 1,080 mg/L, nitrate levels at 215 mg/L, and nitrite levels at 23.6 mg/L located at MW-1 as seen in figures 1 and 3.
Groundwater Remedial Action Class: The Department assigns a Remedial Action Classification (RAC) to a groundwater contamination event to determine the importance of remedial action, in part, on the use of groundwater in the area (Nebraska Title 118, Appendix A, Step 8). Groundwater that is being used as a public drinking water supply is assigned the highest remedial action class of RAC-1. Groundwater that has the potential of being used as drinking water is generally designated as RAC-2. The Department typically requires extensive cleanup of groundwater that is classified as RAC-1 or RAC-2. When the use of groundwater in the area is more limited, the groundwater is assigned a RAC-3 (lowest priority). Generally, groundwater cleanup will be less extensive for this classification. The pollution event for this site has been classified as a RAC-2.
Remedial Actions: The pipeline was repaired and over 945 cubic yards of contaminated sediment were removed. Monitoring wells were installed to monitor the ammonia and nitrate contamination in groundwater. Attached are a site map with the estimated remaining ammonia plume extent, a site map with the approximate area of the restrictive environmental covenant (EC), a graph from a monitoring well inside the plume, and a graph from a well outside of the plume, all of which can be found in the Site Closure document provided by WSP under DWEE program file 082506-BR-1100. 
Although the plume of nitrate, nitrite, and ammonia still exists, the institutional controls of the EC will help prevent any further impact from the remaining contamination. 
Proposed Actions: The Department is proposing no further action at the release location based on the following:  
· The contaminant plume is defined, and groundwater monitoring has been conducted for nine years. 
· Most monitoring wells have shown stable or decreasing concentrations based on Mann-Kendall analysis consistent with plume stability.
· There are no drinking water wells located downgradient from the release.
· An environmental covenant has been prepared for the release location to prevent drinking water well installation in the area of the release.
The purpose of this Environmental Covenant is to ensure protection of human health and the environment by minimizing the potential for exposure to contamination that remains on the Property and to ensure that the Property is not developed, used, or operated in a manner incompatible with the approved remediation. Drilling or constructing water wells within the EC area for the purposes of domestic, lawn and gardening, or other means, which use involves or may involve human consumption and/or other possible human contact is prohibited. This restriction does not prohibit drilling, construction or use of water wells for crop irrigation or for containing impacts to groundwater, or for impacted groundwater recovery, monitoring, or other remediation activities as approved in writing by the Department.
Public Participation Procedures: You may receive additional information, submit written comments regarding the proposed actions, or request a hearing, in writing, on or before December 23, 2026. If you request a hearing, you must state the nature of the issues to be raised, present your arguments, and facts to support your position in writing to the Department. If the Director grants a public hearing, the hearing will be advertised by public notice at least 30 days prior to its occurrence. Comments and requests should be mailed to Laura Johnson, Drinking Water and Water Wells, Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment, PO Box 98922, Lincoln, NE 68509-8922, phone (402) 471-2186.
Contact: File information for this ammonia release is available for inspection at the office of the Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment in Lincoln, NE. These materials may also be viewed online at https://dwee.nebraska.gov/ by selecting “Public Hearings/Notices” at the bottom of the page. Please notify the Department if alternate formats of materials are needed by December 23, 2026. Further information may also be obtained from Caelum Hubl, Geologic Services Section. Contact the office at (402) 471-2186. TDD users please call 711 and ask the relay operator to call the office at (402) 471-2186. 
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[image: ][image: ]Figure 3, a graph of monitoring well 1 data, situated directly within the release. Provided by WSP.
Figure 4, a graph of monitoring well 14 data, situated downgradient west of the release showing similar background levels of nitrate. Provided by WSP.
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