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ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ άDǊƻǿ 
bŜōǊŀǎƪŀΦέ 

  

  

The photos above were provided by the City of Wayne. See more on page 8. Photo below was provided 

by Keep Schuyler Beautiful. See more on page 15.  
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Planning and Aid Section  
Land Planning and Aid Section includes the following programs: the Waste Reduction and 
Recycling Incentive Grants Program, including Scrap Tire Grants; the Litter Reduction and 
Recycling Grant Program; the Illegal Dumpsite Cleanup Program; and the Landfill Disposal 
Fee Rebate Program. 

 

Responsibilities of the Land Planning and Aid Section include: 

¶ Oversight and review ï The Section reviews grant submissions; performs compliance 
inspections; monitors grant activities, budget expenditures, and grantee equipment 
purchases; and conducts quarterly performance report reviews. 

¶ Outreach ï The Section promotes the availability of grant funding, coordinates the 
ranking process, and coordinates grant awards. 

New Grant Application Guidance  

In July 2018, the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality and the Nebraska Environmental Trust 
entered into a Partnership to ensure Agency resources are managed in a fiscally responsible manner by 
agreeing to:  

 

¶ Participate in the grant review process on those projects where there is a potential for grant awards from 
both organizations.  

¶ Appoint individuals that will ensure coordination occurs between our organizations.  

Beginning with 2020 awards, the Waste Reduction and Recycling Incentive grant term changed from a fiscal 
year to a calendar year.  With this change, both the Litter Reduction and Recycling and Waste Reduction 
and Recycling Incentive grant programs are on a calendar year.  This change will allow our grant programs 
to more closely align with the grant application period of the Nebraska Environmental Trust.  Scrap tire grant 
applicants wanting to hold a scrap tire collection event, or who plan to do construction projects (artificial turf, 
running tracks, or playground surfaces) will have notification of their grant award in December, rather than 
late spring, or early summer.  To make the transition to a calendar year, the 2019 awards for the Waste 
Reduction and Recycling Incentive grant program (which includes Scrap Tire Grants) were awarded for a 
six-month grant term, from July 1 through December 31, 2019.  All 2020 grant terms will be from January 1 
through December 31, 2020.  

Grant application guidance was prepared in 2018 to provide direction and set limits on grant fund expenses. 
The purpose was to provide fair and equitable reimbursements, especially when requests exceed the 
amount of grant funding available. The guidance document was discussed by a subcommittee of the 
Nebraska Environmental Quality Council in the fall of 2018, and accepted at the November 15, 2018 
Environmental Quality Council meeting. The guidance affects grant applications received after January 1, 
2019.  

Alignment of the Waste Reduction and Recycling Incentive 

Grant Program and Litter Reduction and Recycling Grant 

Program Grant Terms to a Calendar Year  

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality/Nebraska 

Environmental Trust Partnership  
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CONTINUED FROM PG. 2... 

¶ Commit to revising the Partnership anytime there is a personnel change, new grant programs are 
created, or existing programs end or are substantially modified.  

¶ Share information on grant awards and grantees that are non-compliant with award conditions or 
environmental regulatory requirements.  

¶ Meet annually, and as critical program or project needs arise, discuss issues of mutual concern, as well 
as opportunities to enhance the Partnership.  

Nebraska Environmental Quality Council Action  

At the November 15, 2018 meeting of the Nebraska Environmental Quality Council, the following actions 
were taken in response to Governor Rickettsô Executive Order 17-04:  

1. Title 133 ï Litter Reduction and Recycling Grant Program  

¶ Language that was considered to be advisory on the proper way to prepare information required in the 
application was removed and will be included in a guidance document.  

¶ Language in the remaining regulations will require a grant recipient to enter into a grant agreement in 
order to receive funds. Post-award requirement language was removed from the regulations and will be 
enforced through the grant agreement. 

¶ The threshold for requiring cost estimates/bids was reduced from $5,000 to $2,000. The purpose is to 
align the NDEE with standards established by the Department of Administrative Services.  

¶ Regulatory language that repeats statutory requirements was removed.  

 

2.  Title 199 ï Waste Reduction and Recycling Incentive Grants Program  

¶ Language that was considered to be advisory on the proper way to prepare information required in the 
application was removed and will be included in a guidance document.  

¶ Language in the remaining regulations will require a grant recipient to enter into a grant agreement in 
order to receive funds. Post-award requirement language was removed from the regulations and will be 
enforced through the grant agreement instead.  

¶ The threshold for requiring cost estimates/bids was increased from $0 to $2,000. The purpose is to align 
the NDEE with standards established by the Department of Administrative Services.  

¶ Regulatory language that repeats statutory requirements was removed.  

 

The Environmental Quality Council held a hearing on November 15, 2018 to decide the 2019 Litter 
Percentage Allocation. Each year, the Environmental Quality Council establishes the percentage of how the 
funds will be allocated for each grant category. The Departmentôs recommended percentage allocations for 
2019 were based on the actual applications received:  

Category  2019 Eligible Requests  

Recycling  52.50% $1,443,698 

Public Education  43.60%  $1,196,857 

Cleanup  3.90%  $106,220  

Totals 100% $2,746,775 

The Department asked for the ability to adjust the percentages by up to 10% for the 2019 grant year, if 
warranted. The Environmental Quality Council granted the Department the ability to adjust the percentages 
by up to 20%. Prior to the hearing, the Department received nine letters in support of flexibility from 15% to 
18%. One person gave testimony at the hearing, reading one of the letters that had been previously 
submitted.  
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In 1990, the Nebraska Legislature passed Legislative Bill 163, the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act, 
which created the Waste Reduction and Recycling Incentive Grants Program.  

There are three sources of revenue for this program: 

¶ A business fee on sales of tangible personal property, which generates about $600,000 annually. 

¶ A $1 per tire fee on the retail sale of new tires in Nebraska, which generates about $2.2 million 
annually; 

¶ Fifty percent of the $1.25 per ton disposal fee on solid waste disposed of in permitted landfills, which 
generates approximately $1.2 million annually for grant awards. 

 
The Waste Reduction and Recycling Incentive Fund provides grants to private, non-profit, and government 
organizations to assist in financing sound integrated waste management programs and projects. These 
programs and projects may include:  
 

¶ Recycling systems 

¶ Market development for recyclable materials 

¶ Intermediate processing facilities and facilities using recyclable materials in new products 

¶ Food waste composting 

Expected Service  Life 
The Planning and Aid Section grant programs utilizes an expected service life procedure in order to make 
sure equipment purchased with grant funds is used for its intended purpose. The expected service life 
determines how long the grantee is responsible for reporting equipment status to NDEE, and how long 
NDEE maintains an interest in the equipment. 

 

An expected service life is assigned to all equipment purchased with grant funds (in whole or in part) that 
has a value of $1,000 or more per item.  Equipment costing less than $1,000 can be assigned an expected 
service life on a case-by-case basis. Purchase of equipment is documented at the time of purchase.  At the 
end of the grant period, the grantee is provided a sticker to properly identify the equipment and is notified of 
the length of the expected service life. 

When grant-funded equipment with an existing expected service life is no longer being used, NDEE makes 
the equipment available for redistribution to other users.  One redistribution of equipment and one change in 
ownership were made in 2019. 

Equipment  Redistribution  

In FY2014, applications for the Waste Reduction and Recycling Incentive Grants Program and the Litter 
Reduction and Recycling Grant Program were converted from paper-based to an online process. 
Applications are now filled out and submitted on NDEEôs website. The reporting and reimbursement 
functions for these two grant programs were converted to an online process in FY2015. As of FY2017, two 
more applications are available online: 1) Deconstruction of Abandoned Buildings, and 2) Costsharing for 
Civil Engineering Uses of Scrap Tires. These changes have resulted in time and material savings to both 
NDEE and the grant program recipients. Online information is located on NDEEôs web site at http://
dee.ne.gov. Select the ñLand and Wasteò tab and then select the ñWaste Planning and Aid Programsò tab.  

Online Grant Application and Reporting  

Waste Reduction and Recycling 

Incentive Grants Program  
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CONTINUED FROM PG. 4... 
¶ Yard waste composting and composting with sewage sludge 

¶ Waste reduction and waste exchange 

¶ Household hazardous waste programs (HHW) 

¶ Electronic waste collections 

¶ Pharmaceutical collections 

¶ The consolidation of solid waste disposal facilities and use of transfer stations 

¶ Incineration for energy recovery 

 
A portion of the grant funds are obligated to fund scrap tire recycling and/or reduction projects, and 
another portion of the grant funds are available to smaller cities and counties for abandoned building 
deconstruction. 

  Awarded Waste Reduction and Recycling Incentive Grants  

Locations of Awarded Business Fee & Disposal Fee Grants by Category  

In fiscal year 2019, NDEE awarded $1,729,302 for Waste Reduction and Recycling Incentive Grants to 83 projects.  

These awards represent funding for six months. Beginning in 2020, Waste Reduction and Recycling 
Incentive Grants will be awarded on a calendar year, and funding will be for 12 months. The following lists 
indicate the locations across Nebraska that received funds. 

¶ Business Fee: 13 grants, $300,180 awarded  

¶ Disposal Fee: 7 grants, $461,365 awarded 

¶ Scrap Tire Grants: 63 grants, $967,757 awarded 

¶ Deconstruction Grants: There were no grants awarded in fiscal year 2019. 

 

To see the list of the awarded grants go to pages 23 through 30. 



с 

 

BUSINESS FEE 

LINCOLN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

In fiscal year 2019, Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) was awarded a Business Fee grant to help continue to 
establish its recycling and composting programs in Lincoln Schools.  

Photos and 

information 

provided by 

Lincoln Public 

Schools  

In fiscal year 2019, 13 grants totaling 
$300,180 were awarded under the 
Business Fee category in the Waste 
Reduction and Recycling Incentive 
Grants Program. Business Fee funds 
are eligible for distribution to political 
subdivisions or other entities or 
organizations, public, private, or non-
profit, to apply. The pie chart, to the 
left, lists the amounts and 
percentages of requested grant 
funding awarded by category. 

Personnel
$159,282

53%

Supplies
$10,829

4%

Operation
$45,974

15%

Travel
$2,556

1%

Contractual
$81,539

27%

BUSINESS FEE AWARDS
JULY THROUGH DECEMBER 2019

ALL CATEGORIES - TOTAL AWARDED 
$300,180

tŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ 
!ƭƭ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ нп ǎǘŀũ 
 
/ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
IŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǿŀǎǘŜ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
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DISPOSAL FEE 

In fiscal year 2019, 7 grants 
totaling $461,365 were 
awarded under the Disposal 
Fee category in the Waste 
Reduction and Recycling 
Incentive Grants Program. 
Disposal Fee funds are 
eligible for distribution to 
political subdivisions, such as 
counties, municipalities and 
agencies. The pie chart to the 
left lists the amounts and 
percentages of requested 
grant funding awarded, by 
category.   

 
During the 2019-2020 school year, LPS has 57 cafeterias that are collecting organic materials to be 
composted. During the 2018-2019 school year, LPS collected nearly 1.27 million pounds of organic materials 
for composting.  
 
LPS has a ñGarbologyò science unit that teaches 40 elementary kindergarten classes, across the district, 
about reducing, reusing, recycling, and composting.  
 
Other activities supported by these grant funds include LPS coordinating waste audits in collaboration with 

the UNL Environmental Studies 101 students, carrying out its annual Cans4Books aluminum can recycling 

drive, and sharing waste management related resources and opportunities with schools through various 

means of communication, including monthly waste reports and newsletters.  

According to LPS:  

 òThe NDEE grant funding is critical for supporting the LPS Sustainability Coordinator position that  

 oversees all of these waste management activities. This grant also provides essential funding for 

 supplies that are necessary for the compost program to function.  

 While the diversion weights associated with our programs are impressive, I am really thrilled to see so 

 much student and community engagement around our waste management programs. With the 

 growth of the compost program throughout the district we have also seen a revitalized interest in that 

 strategies for collecting recyclables. My favorite feedback is from parents that tell me they started 

 recycling and/or composting at home after their child learned about it at school ð Iõm excited to see 

 the next generation already serving as leaders to reduce their environmental impact and I hope our 

 programs continue to create that spark for families to have conversations and take action.ó  

LINCOLN PUBLIC SCHOOLS CONTINUED FROM PG. 6... 

Personnel
$164,595

36%

Supplies
$4,098

1%
Operation

$4,602   
1%

Travel
$1,000

0%

Equipment
$6,230

1%

Contractual
$280,480

61%

DISPOSAL FEE AWARDS 
JULY THROUGH DECEMBER 2019

ALL CATEGORIES - TOTAL AWARDED $461,365

Personnel
All or part of 
6 staff

Contractual
Hazardous  and 
electronic waste

collection services 
andan education 
and behavior 
change study.
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Photos and information provided by the City 

of Wayne  

CITY OF WAYNE 

The City of Wayne was awarded a 
Disposal Fee grant to hold one 
electronic waste collection event. The 
event was on September 14, 2019. 
Over 110 households and 10 
businesses participated.  

The City has held an annual electronic 
waste collection event for the past 
seven years. These events have 
diverted over 120,000 pounds of 
electronics from the landfill. NDEE has 
provided funding for six out of the 
seven years.  

Scrap Tire Grants  

The City stated: 

 ò[NDEEõs] support makes an incredible difference at reducing waste in our rural 

 community.ó 

The scrap tire grants are funded by the $1 per tire fee on retail sales of new tires. In fiscal year 
2019, $967,757 was awarded to 63 projects.  

¶ Scrap tire cleanup events: 21 grants, $513,626 awarded 

¶ Completed projects for the partial reimbursement of the purchase of tire-derived products and/
or crumb rubber: 40 grants, $450,816 awarded 

¶ Proposed projects for the partial reimbursement for the purchase of tire-derived products and/
or crumb rubber: 2 grants, $3,315 
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Funding for tire collection site cleanups are for political subdivisions. Twenty-one scrap tire cleanup grants 
were awarded in fiscal year 2019 to political subdivisions. The grants totaled $513,626 and proposed to 
clean up 4,125 tons of scrap tires.  

Scrap Tire Cleanup Events  

Locations of Awarded Scrap Tire Cleanup Events  

Photos provided by the Cass County Department of Roads  

The Cass County Department of Roads held a scrap tire cleanup August 27 through 29, 2019, in Weeping 

Water. The event was open to all Cass County residents. A total of 236.88 tons was collected.  
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Scrap Tire Grants  

In fiscal year 2019, NDEE awarded $454,131 to 42 projects, to partially reimburse the purchase of tire-derived 

products and/or crumb rubber. Of the completed projects, 1,801,856 pounds of Nebraska recycled tire rubber were 

used, representing over 120,000 passenger tires.  

Scrap Tire Partial Reimbursement for Purchase of Tire -

Derived Products and/or Crumb Rubber  

Locations of Awarded Scrap Tire Partial Reimbursement for Purchase of Tire -Derived Products 

and/or Crumb Rubber  

Photos were provided by Perkins County Schools  

Perkins County Schools was awarded partial reimbursement for the purchase of 118,950 pounds of rubber 

playground mulch and 23 swing mats made from 1,730 pounds of recycled tire rubber for the elementary 

school playground. That equals over 8,000 passenger tires.  



мм 

 

 

McCool Junction Public Schools was awarded partial reimbursement for the 
installation of an athletic track base mat at the high school, which was made from 
56,000 pounds of recycled Nebraska tire rubber. That equals over 3,700 passenger 
tires. 

Photos were provided by McCool Junction Public 

Schools  

Litter Reduction and Recycling 

Grant Program  

The Litter Reduction and Recycling Grant Program has been in existence since 1979. Its purpose 
is to provide funds to support programs to reduce litter, provide education, and promote recycling 
in Nebraska. 

NDEE provides funds for this program from an annual fee assessed to manufacturers, 
wholesalers, and retailers having gross receipts of at least $100,000, on products that commonly 
contribute to litter.  For manufacturers, the annual litter fee is $175 for each million dollars of 
products manufactured. The annual litter fee for wholesalers and retailers is $175 for each million 
dollars of sales made in the state. NDEE receives approximately $2 million annually. 

The annual litter fee is imposed on products in the following categories: 

¶ Food for human consumption, beverages, soft drinks, carbonated water, liquor, wine, beer and 
other malt beverages, unless sold by retailers solely for consumption indoors on the retailer's 
premises; 

¶ Food for pet consumption; 

¶ Cigarettes and other tobacco products; 

¶ Household paper and household paper products; 

¶ Cleaning agents; and 

¶ Kitchen supplies 
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  Awarded Litter Reduction and Recycling Grants  

In 2019, NDEE awarded $1.3 million to 49 Litter Reduction and Recycling Grant recipients. Grant funding is 
available to several types of programs, including non-profit groups, public and private entities, and to Keep 
America Beautiful affiliates.  Many of these programs use Litter Reduction and Recycling Grant Program 
funds to leverage additional dollars for a comprehensive, statewide approach to litter reduction and 
recycling.   

 

¶ Public Education: 21 grants, $826,761 awarded 

¶ Cleanup: 11 grants, $49,716 awarded 

¶ Recycling: 17 grants, $423,523 awarded  

 

To see the list of the awarded grants, go to page 23 through 30.  

Locations of Awarded Litter Reduction and Recycling Grants by Category  
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PUBLIC EDUCATION 

 

Y99t Cw9ahb¢ .9!¦¢LC¦[ 

Photos 

were 

provided 

by Keep 

Fremont 

Beautiful  

Keep Fremont Beautiful (KFB) was awarded a public education grant to promote public education on proper waste 

handling practices, to sponsor material collection events, and for a local campaign to reduce litter and increase 

recycling.  

Of the 30 ongoing education projects, one project was the 24th annual Eco-Fair for fourth grade students (pictured on 

the left). There were 425 students in attendance. Each student had the opportunity to visit 25 educational booths 

detailing important environmental issues. Over 60 volunteers participated in the event.  

KFB also does classroom presentations on litter reduction and recycling for kindergarten and second grade classrooms 

(pictured on the right).  KFB stated:  

òFunding through the NDEE allows us to plan, implement and make necessary revisions to 

our programs.  Having the ability to update programming for relevance and effectiveness 

helps us to keep litter reduction and recycling at the forefront of community awareness.ó 

Personnel
$641,146

77%

Supplies
$45,924

6%

Operating
$101,338

12%

Travel
$29,683

3%

Contractual
$4,900

1%
Equipment

$3,770
1%

2019 LITTER REDUCTION & RECYCLING GRANTS

PUBLIC EDUCATION CATEGORY
$826,761

9ǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΥ 

¢ǊŀǎƘ ϧ wŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ 

/ƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ 

 

/ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǳŀƭΥ 

±ƛŘŜƻ ϧ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ 

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

 

tŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭΥ 

!ƭƭ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

ос ǎǘŀũ 

In fiscal year 2019, 21 grants totaling 
$826,761 were awarded under the 
category of Public Education. Public 
Education programs educate citizens in 
the areas of litter reduction, cleanup, and 
recycling through a variety of individual 
and community activities. The pie chart to 
the left lists the amounts and percentages 
of grant funding awarded by category. 
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CLEANUP 

 

In fiscal year 2019, 11 grants totaling $49,716 were 
awarded under the category of Cleanup. Cleanup 
programs utilize Nebraska residents of all ages to 
pick up litter and debris along Nebraska's highways, 
waterways, recreation lands, urban areas, and other 
public-use areas within the state. Cleanup grants 
will clean up litter from 715 road-side miles and 679 
acres of public areas. The pie chart to the left lists 
the amounts and percentages of requested grant 
funding awarded by category. 

Y99t /I!5whb .9!¦¢LC¦[ 

Keep Chadron Beautiful  was awarded a grant to clean up 100 miles in Dawes County.  

Keep Chadron Beautiful stated:  

 òThe cleanup grants not only keep our scenic rural roadways clean, but educate the 

 volunteers on taking individual responsibility for their environment and community.    

 A perfect example is a comment made by a seven -year -old girl who said, òIf everybody had 

 to pick up trash like we do, no one would throw it on the ground anymore.ó    

Photos were provided by Keep Chadron Beautiful  


